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Designing a museum is always an exciting architectural challenge. Museums often come with their own

unique needs and constraints--from the art museum that needs specialist spaces for preserving works, to the

huge collection that requires extensive archive space, and even the respected institution whose existing

heritage building presents a challenge for any new extension. In honor of International Museum Day, we’ve

selected 23 stand-out museums from our database, with each ArchDaily editor explaining what makes these

buildings some of the best examples of museum architecture out there.
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Why we're impressed: This museum combines traditional techniques with recycled materials to create a

subtle yet powerful structure. Kengo Kuma's work stands out because of its careful treatment of the

landscape, working with materiality and structure as the main design pillars. The project celebrates a duality

in the Chinese culture of today: modern construction techniques versus tradition and handcraft.

- Fernanda Castro, Projects Editor

See more photographs, drawings and a project description here.
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Why we're impressed: A standout museum thanks to its eye-catching, high-tech frieze, the Kunstmuseum

Basel is a monochromatic masterpiece – an exceptional exercise in the combination of similarly-hued

materials to create depth, shadow and texture. 

- Becky Quintal, Head of Content

See more photographs, drawings and a project description here.
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Why we're impressed: For me, the Miho Museum by I.M. Pei is his masterpiece. Through its insertion on the

site and the “architectural promenade” along it, the museum generates a series of unique experiences and

moments, a synthesis of what architecture should be.

- David Basulto, Founder & Editor-in-Chief

See more photographs, drawings and a project description here.
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Why we're impressed: Despite the fact that most architects tend to prefer the original Whitney Museum

by Marcel Breuer, the new Whitney is an amazing building for exhibitions – its flexibility providing visitors

with a different experience each time they step foot in the museum. Additionally, the outdoor circulation

between terraces offers expansive views of the city and contributes to a museum path that is not confined to

the building itself, but to New York as a whole.

- Diego Hernández, Projects Editor

See more photographs, drawings and a project description here.
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Why we're impressed: Diller Scofidio + Renfro's design for the Broad was driven by two key concepts: first,

the much-publicized idea of "the veil and the vault" which controlled the project's organizational layout and

structure; second, the idea of the visitor experience, which culminated in the building's main route up an

escalator to the exhibition floor and then back down a set of stairs where the public gets a glimpse of the

museum's archive. This focus on a simple logic and on visitor experience has made The Broad one of LA's

most popular museums.

- Rory Stott, Managing Editor

See more photographs, drawings and a project description here.
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Why we're impressed: I think a museum is defined by how it highlights the art exhibited. Whether using a

built construction or simply positioning landmarks in an open field, it's all about the experience of 'living' the

art. The experimental Tippet Rise Art Center may not keep its work under a roof, but works such as Structures

of Landscape designed by ENSAMBLE STUDIO are all the more powerful for it; their work is simple poetry,

turning elements of the land itself into landscape art.

- Danae Santbáñez, Projects Editor

See more photographs here.
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Why we're impressed:  The renovation of the listed Fogg Museum – a neighbor of Le Corbusier's revered

Carpenter Center –had all the ingredients required for a potential controversy. But Renzo Piano and

Payette's clever project capitalized on the existing building's best traits, reimagining the central courtyard as

a civic-minded, light-filled atrium, while the extension itself was sensitive enough to both the Fogg Museum

and its neighbor that few took issue with the changes.

- Rory Stott, Managing Editor

See more photographs, drawings and a project description here.

See more than 450 museums at http://www.archdaily.com/search/projects/categories/museum
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Renzo Piano Building Workshop Alberto Campo Baeza Diller Scofidio + Renfro Peter Zumthor

Bak Gordon Arquitectos Alvaro Siza Vieira MMBB Arquitetos Original Design Studio

Neri&Hu Design and Research Office Barclay & Crousse CREO ARKITEKTER
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